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Welcome to TakeTen!, the e-monthly 
designed to bring you important news on 
afterschool and youth development, 
and inspiring program ideas, in just ten 
minutes. Take a look and enjoy! 

This issue focuses on keeping kids and 
out-of-school-time providers engaged 
and on-track through the summer. While 
summer is a time of fun and relaxation, 
summer learning continues and programs 
must plan for the coming school year. 
Inside, there are fresh ideas to inspire 
students and information to help you 
develop, sustain and promote your pro-
grams, including a special call to reach 
out to your legislators this summer
to support funding for afterschool and 
out-of-school programming.

This information is also available on 
www.psaydn.org.

Pennsylvania Statewide Afterschool/Youth 

Development Network (PSAYDN) is a collaborative 

effort among state, regional and local partners. 

Its purpose is to promote sustainable, high-quality 

out-of-school time youth development programs 

through advocacy and capacity building to enhance 

the welfare of Pennsylvania’s children, youth 

and families. To learn more about PSAYDN, call 

717-763-1661 or email psaydn@csc.csiu.org
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The Spotlight

Pennsylvania Adopts the Common 
Core Standards: What is the 
Potential Impact on Afterschool?
On July 1, 2010, the Pennsylvania State 
Board of Education joined 22 other states 
in adopting the Common Core Standards, 
a new set of English language arts and 
mathematics standards created to raise 
academic standards nationally and guaran-
tee that all students are prepared for 
college or career on the same core sub-
jects. At this time, science and social 
studies standards are still being developed.  
Writers developed the Common Core with 
input from teachers, parents, administrators, 
education stakeholders, and the business 
community. On June 30, The National 
Governors Association Center for Best 
Practices (NGA Center) hosted a webinar 
on the Core Standards. Download the 
webinar at http://www.corestandards.org/

The Common Core Standards can be 
downloaded at the Common Core State 
Standards Initiative.

The webinar shared what the Common 
Core standards do not cover, which is 
also the same as some of Pennsylvania’s 
current academic standards. Neither 
standards cover:
• How a teacher should teach
• All that should be taught

• The nature of advanced work that should 
  be done beyond the core standards
• Interventions for students below grade 
  level
• Range of support for ESL or special 
  needs
• Everything needed to be college and 
  career ready

This still leaves a lot of room for interpreta-
tion and creativity among educators and 
afterschool program providers. The State 
Board of Education will be conducting 
roundtables across the state to discuss 
implementing the Common Core. There is 
great opportunity for afterschool to do 
more hands-on projects and programs to 
help students meet the new standards. 
Afterschool providers may have new 
reason to collaborate with providers in 
other states to align with the school day 
and strengthen their programs. The 
standards are to be fully implemented by 
July 1, 2013. 

PSAYDN is inviting our readers to com-
ment on the new standards. How will they 
impact (or not impact) your afterschool 
program? Will the standards help measure 
afterschool outcomes? Should afterschool 
stakeholders jointly address the new 
standards? Please send your comments to 
Jill Uhler at juhler@csc.csiu.org. 
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News & Grants 

Older Youth Speak Out at TASI 
Eastern Regional Conference
On June 16 –17, PSAYDN co-sponsored 
The Afterschool Institute’s (TASI) 5th 
Annual Eastern Regional Conference on 
Afterschool in Baltimore. PSAYDN invited 
youth from Hazleton and Philadelphia to 
participate in a panel discussion inspired by 
results from the soon to be released 
Best Practices for Recruiting and Retaining 
Older Youth Report by Penn State 
University.

Alba and Alvaro Espinosa from the Hazel-
ton Northeast Migrant Education Program, 
and Tamar Jackson and Troy Johnson from 
Say Yes to Education shared their experi-
ences with barriers and successes related 
to recruitment and retention in their after-
school program. Alba Espinosa, the oldest 
panelist at age 19, and a lifelong participant 
in afterschool said, “Throughout the confer-
ence I learned that youth have to be more 
and more involved in the program, not just 
by attending but also by being given the 
opportunity to have a voice in how the 
program is run.” Her younger brother Alvaro 
added, “I learned that youth like to be in a 
program which teaches them real life skills.” 
The young panelists appreciated being 
involved in the conference. “It was truly a 
pleasure to finally meet Rebhka Atnafou, 
the TASI Director and to discover all of the 
wonderful things TASI does including this 
mind blowing conference,” Alba added.

Look for the “Best Practices for 
Recruiting and Retaining Older 
Youth Report” in the September 
issue of TakeTen! 
Inspired by the 2009 Legislative Budget 
and Finance Committee that assessed an 
unmet need of Out-of-School-Time (OST) 
programs for older youth, PSAYDN com-
missioned the study conducted by Penn 
State University. The research team 
reached out to over 1,000 OST providers to 
learn best practices for recruiting and 
retaining older and youth, and obtain data 
on programs primarily serving middle 
school and high school-age youth. The 
report provides exciting new data and 
helpful insights into creating successful 
programs for older youth.

PSAYDN & The Regional Career 
Education Partnership 
(RCEP) Host Webinar on Building 
Sustainability 
The June 7 Webinar featured an overview 
of the Finance Project led by Finance 
Project Senior Program Associate, Jenifer 
Holland. The Finance Project is a 
specialized non-profit policy research and 
technical assistance organization. PSAYDN 
Director Kacy Conley joined panelists Cindy 
Evans from Lehigh Valley RCEP, Rebecca 
Fabiano from the Philadelphia Youth 
Network and Laura Heikkila from the Ches-
ter County RCEP to share their expertise 

and experience with sustainability planning. 
The webinar audience included diverse 
stakeholders from across the state: 
the ACE Mentor Program, Big Brothers Big 
Sisters, Boys & Girls Clubs of Northeast 
PA, the Center for Schools and Communi-
ties, Chester Education Foundation, City of 
Philadelphia, Goodwill Industries of the 
Conemaugh Valley, Lehigh Valley Workforce 
Investment Board, Liberty Extended Day 
Program, Mosser Village Famliy Center, 
Northern Tier Industry and Education 
Consortium, Olson Consulting Group LLC, 
the Philadelphia Youth Network, Safe 
Haven Family Life Center, Southcentral 
Workforce Investment Board, Southwest 
Training Services, The Learning Lamp, 
The Salvation Army Learning Zone, 
Titusville YMCA, United Way of Lack-
awanna and Wayne Counties, University of 
Pittsburgh, White-Williams Scholars, 
York 21st Century Afterschool Program, 
and YouthPlaces. The recording is available 
at http://parceppd.wikispaces.com/
Sustainability. Visit The Finance Project for 
planning and sustainability assistance.

Ronald McDonald House Youth 
and Well Being Grant
Deadline: September 7, 2010
Ronald McDonald House Charities invites 
applications for their Youth Health and 
Well-being grant program. Programs must 
be national or global in reach and providing 
support for children under 21. Successful 
proposals must directly improve the health 
and well-being of children, address a fund-
ing gap or critical opportunity, produce 
measurable results, and be sustainable.  
Click HERE for more information.

Champion Fur Kids Health and 
Wellness Grants 
Deadline: Rolling
The Build-A-Bear Workshop is offering 
grants to directly support children in the 
areas of health and wellness such as 
childhood disease research foundations, 
child safety organizations and organiza-
tions that serve children with special needs. 
Their goal is to provide grants to help many 
programs that are working hard to make 
the world a healthier and happier place for 
kids. Click HERE for more information.

Dr. Kathryn Hynes, Pennsylvania State University 

professor and author of the report, and panelists, Alba 

and Alvaro Espinosa.
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Practices & Strategies 

Critical Exposure – Advocacy 
through Photography
Critical Exposure is a nonprofit organization 
that teaches youth to use the power of 
photography and their own voices to 
become effective advocates for school 
reform and social change. Learning about 
art and taking pictures facilitates Youth 
Empowerment, Public Engagement and 
Policy Change.

Through partnerships with youth programs 
and advocacy organizations, students are 
provided with training in documentary 
photography, leadership and advocacy; 
documenting issues that impact their lives; 
and storytelling through their photographs 
to advocate for better public policies 
addressing those issues. Since its 2004 
start, Critical Exposure has worked with 
over 800 youth in Washington D.C. and 
across the country and has helped secure 
more than $500 million for public schools. 
In Washington D.C. Students “pictured 
education” by photographing their reasons 
for leaving the school system and 
their motivations for returning. Since 2008, 
Critical Exposure has worked with students 
to address D.C.’s “dropout crisis.” Nearly 

The Learning Network – 
Teaching & Learning Blog with 
the New York Times
The mission of The Learning Network – 
Teaching & Learning Blog is to offer rich 
and imaginative materials for teaching 
and learning using The New York Times 
content. Every weekday the blog offers 
new educational resources based on the 
articles, photographs, videos, illustrations, 
podcasts and graphics published in The 
New York Times — all for free. Parents, 
teachers and students can find:
Lesson Plans — Daily lesson plans 
based on New York Times content. 
Student Opinion — News-related ques-
tions that invite response from students 
age 13 and older. 
Word of the Day — Vocabulary words in 
the context of recent Times articles. 
6 Q’s About the News — An activity in 
which students answer basic questions 
(Who, What, Where, When, Why and 
How) about an article. 
News Quiz — Interactive daily news 
quizzes on current top stories. 
Student Crossword — Topical puzzles 
geared toward teens. 
Fill-Ins — Times articles from which word 
and phrases have been dropped. Fill in 
the blanks with your own words, or 
choose from a scrambled list of the 
words that were removed. Visit the blog  
here. 

Mobile Dome Theater Brings 
Adventure to Afterschool
The Dome is a mobile digital theater 
featuring highly innovative, immersive and 
educational programs. With the Dome 
Theater, Kramer Edu-tainment brings the 
excitement of the museum-quality shows 
— presenting a wide range of educational 
topics, in a state-of-the-art mobile digital 
theater system — directly to you! The 
Dome Theater runs parallel to all 21st 
CCLC grant guidelines. To enter the Dome 
and for more information, visit: 
http://dometheater.net or email 
willf@kramerintl.com.

Peace One Day: Free Digital 
Education Resource
Peace One Day began in 1999 as the 
mission of filmmaker Jeremy Gilley to find a 
starting point for peace and establish the 
first ever annual day of global ceasefire and 
non-violence. Peace One Day has a free 
online education resource. The resource 
contains 21 lesson plans with accompany-
ing teaching materials. Topics covered 
include ending-bullying, conflict resolution, 
sustainability, intercultural cooperation and 
global citizenship. For information, click here 
or contact emily.dew@peaceoneday.org

50% of D.C. students do not graduate from 
high school and Critical Exposure seeks to 
provide the D.C. community and policy 
makers with a unique youth perspective on 
the causes, consequences and solutions to 
the city’s low graduation rate.

In Philadelphia, Critical Exposure partnered 
with Youth United for Change, Education 
Law Center, Good Schools Pennsylvania 
and the Education Policy and Leadership 
Center to work with high school students 
on a statewide school funding campaign. In 
Allegheny County, the students have docu-
mented the underfunding of their education 
and shared it with the legislature to help 
increase education funding. The projects 
gave the students the opportunity to speak 
about their schools and to gain exposure 
in Pennsylvania. To view the online gallery 
of student photographs, click here. 

Check out the online gallery of student 
photographs 
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Recommended Reading

MARCHING FOR FREEDOM
Walk Together, Children, and Don’t 
You Grow Weary
By Elizabeth Partridge 

This must read for middle school and older 
youth can inspire learning and projects 
about social change, responsibility and civil 
rights. The book recounts the 1965 Mont-
gomery, Alabama civil rights march from the 
perspective of the children that joined the 
cause. Educators can use this book to 
teach the importance of voting, getting 
involved in the community, and following 
local and national issues. Even if you’re not 
old enough to vote, young people can 
organize their voice and make a difference.  

Early Warning! Why Reading by the 
End of Third Grade Matters: A 
KIDS COUNT Special Report from 
the Annie E. Casey Foundation
Children who read on grade level by the 
end of third grade are more successful in 
school, work and in life. This KIDS COUNT 
special report affirms a commitment by the 
Casey Foundation to help ensure that all 
students are proficient in reading by the 
end of third grade and help narrow the gap 
between advantaged and disadvantaged 
children. Download the report here.

AfterZones: Creating a Citywide 
System to Support and 
Sustain High-Quality After-School 
Programs
The report presents analysis of the imple-
mentation of the AfterZone initiative — a 
citywide system-building effort in Provi-
dence, Rhode Island, that aims to provide 
high-quality, accessible out-of-school-time 
services to middle school youth. The After-
Zone model is unique in that it is built on a 
network of "neighborhood campuses" 
(each campus includes multiple sites in a 

geographically clustered area), providing 
participants with the opportunity to travel to 
programs located outside of the main 
program facility, the middle school. Down-
load the report here.  

Universities and Community 
Schools
A Publication of the University of 
Pennsylvania
The purpose of the Universities and Com-
munity Schools journal is to help establish 
an international informal “visible college” — 
or network of — academics and practitio-
ners working, in different places and ways, 
to increase the contributions universities 
make to the development and effective-
ness of community schools. The journal is 
prepared by the Barbara and Edward 
Netter Center for Community Partnerships, 
Penn’s primary vehicle for bringing to bear 
the broad range of human knowledge 
needed to solve the complex, comprehen-
sive and interconnected problems of the 
American city so that West Philadelphia 
(Penn’s local geographic community), 
Philadelphia, the University and society 
benefit. Download the journal here. 
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Upcoming Events

PSAYDN EVENTS

Southeastern Regional Summit on Afterschool
Out of School Time: Creating Positive Collaborations —
Community Partnerships to Keep Children and Youth Safe, Inspire 
Learning and Help Support Families
September 14, 2010; Philadelphia, PA
PSAYDN welcomes afterschool stakeholders and youth to a half-day summit to network 
and take a look at the state of afterschool in Philadelphia and the surrounding region. 
There is no cost to attend but registration is required. Summit flyer and registration is 
available at www.psaydn.org. The discussion and workshops will cover successful 
collaborations and partnering, measuring afterschool outcomes, connecting with the 
school day, safety and impact on crime, communicating with your public schools,
 community and elected officials and more. For more information, contact Jill Uhler 
(juhler@csc.csiu.org/717-763-1661, x190)

Southwestern Regional Summit on Afterschool
OUT-OF-SCHOOL TIME (OST) 
The K-12 Connection of Out-of-School Time to College, Career and 
Workforce Development 
September 27, 2010; Pittsburgh, PA
PSAYDN invites afterschool stakeholders in Pittsburgh and surrounding counties for a 
half-day summit to network and discuss the state of Out of School Time in the region. 
The event will feature Keynote Speaker Darrell “Coach D” Andrews, Education Consultant, 
speaker and author of the books, Believing the HYPE: Seven Keys to Motivating Students 
of Color and The Purpose Living Teen, A Teen’s Guide To Living Your Dreams. Panelist 
and workshop presenters will focus on OST’s role in college, career and workforce 
development linkages, as well as best quality practices and advocacy. There is no cost to 
attend but registration is required. Summit Flyer and Registration is available at 
www.psaydn.org. For more information, email juhler@csc.csiu.org or call 717-763-1661, 
ext. 190.

PARTNER EVENTS

The 6th Annual National Conference on Inclusion, After the Bell Rings: 
Innovative Strategies for Including All Children in Out-of-School Time 
Programs
September 29–October 1, 2010; San Diego, CA
The conference will feature 20 break-out sessions for all levels of practitioner. Those new 
to inclusion will find a strand of building blocks designed to provide the tools necessary to 
get started. Staff working directly with children will gain practical techniques and fun 
new activities to implement immediately. Managers and directors will find workshops on 
new models, linkages with the school day and universal design. All will leave inspired 
and invigorated! Click here for details.

11th Annual Lights On Afterschool
October 21, 2010; Nationwide
Registration is now open for Lights On Afterschool, a day when more than one million 
Americans celebrate afterschool at 7,500+ events nationwide. Register now and be 
part of this important effort to call attention to the importance of afterschool programs
that keep our kids safe, inspire them to learn and help working families. Registrants 
will receive a Lights On Afterschool toolkit from PSAYDN to help plan and promote your 
event. To register, click here. 

Step Up High School Summit
November 2–4, 2010; San Diego, CA
Program administrators, high school after school practitioners and high school principals 
are encouraged to attend. The Summit will focus on successful strategies for high school 
after school programs. Last year's summit was attended by over 400 statewide and 
national high school afterschool practitioners and stakeholders. The Network has worked 
hard to keep registration costs as low as possible for participants. Register today to make 
sure your high school team is part of this exciting event. Find more information here.

22nd Annual Dropout Prevention Conference
November 14–17, 2010; Philadelphia, PA
Pennsylvania is honored to be hosting the 22nd Annual National Dropout Prevention 
Conference in partnership with the National Dropout Prevention Center at Clemson 
University, the PA Department of Education, the Mayor’s Office of Education in Philadel-
phia, the Center for Schools and Communities, and others. For information, click here. 
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Advocacy Corner

Fair State Budget Passes on Time, 
Relies on Questionable Federal 
Dollars
The Pennsylvania General Assembly 
approved the FY 2010-11 state budget on 
June 30, making it the first on-time state 
budget in eight years.  

This year’s budget required substantial and 
painful cuts due to these difficult economic 
times and included some trade-offs. 
Education programs like tutoring and the 
accountability block grant were cut, which 
could have a negative impact on after-
school opportunities in the Commonwealth. 
However, child care funding increased with 
the use of a second year of American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) 
funds. Pennsylvania is utilizing $41 million 
of ARRA funds for child care to meet the 
needs of working families and their children 
this year.   

One bright spot in the budget was a $250 
million increase in basic education funding. 
These new state funds partially restored a 
cut in state funding for basic education that 
was included in last year’s budget. For the 
second year in a row, more than $600 
million of ARRA dollars are being used to 
backfill and provide increases for school 
districts. School districts that receive fund-
ing increases beyond the rate of inflation or 
the Act I index can use these increases to 
fund programs that improve student 
achievement such as afterschool. However, 
it’s important to remember that ARRA 
dollars will not be available in FY 2011-12 
leaving huge gaps in funding for basic 
education and child care next year.

 

For more detailed information on individual 
state budget line-items that impact children 
and families, please visit Pennsylvania 
Partnerships for Children’s website. 

There is an important caveat to this year’s 
budget. Additional cuts may be required if 
Pennsylvania does not receive the $850 
million in federal aid or FMAP that it 
planned on receiving. FMAP helps to fund 
the Medicaid program which provides 
health coverage for more than 2 million 
low-income individuals, the disabled and 
elderly. Due to the recession, the federal 
government helped states by providing 
increased FMAP reimbursement under 
ARRA. Increased FMAP reimbursements 
to states are scheduled to end in January 
2011. Pennsylvania joined nearly 30 states 
in assuming increased FMAP reimburse-
ment would be extended by Congress for 
an additional six months.

Without these federal funds, Pennsylvania 
will have to drastically reduce its 2010-11 
budget – which could include laying off 
nearly 20,000 state and local government 
employees, slashing the basic education, 
afterschool and youth development pro-
grams, early childhood education and other 
critical health and human services. 

To protect Pennsylvania from and painful 
budget cuts, PSAYDN network members 
should contact their member of Congress 
and ask them to support the FMAP exten-
sion. Priority targets include Congressmen 
Altmire, Carney, Dahlkemper and Murphy. 
Taking this step is easy to do – click here to 
send an electronic message.




