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To the Editor:
Each weekday afternoon in America, after the final school bells ring, as many as 15 million children have no adult supervision for several hours. These latchkey children, as they’ve come to be called, are the children of working parents—our neighbors, friends, and family. In Pennsylvania, nearly 1.3 million school-age children and youth (5-18) have working parents. These children spend an average of more than 6 hours per week unsupervised after school.

What these kids need is a safe environment where they can take part in constructive, educational activities. That’s just exactly what afterschool programs offer, and over the last several years we’ve seen a huge growth in such programs around the country. Unfortunately, however, too many children who need afterschool still don’t have access to it. And to make matters worse, many programs are being forced to cut services or hours - or even to close - because of budget shortfalls. A minority of Pennsylvania students benefit from afterschool programs while many youth in the state are unable to enroll because space is limited and funding is not keeping pace with demand. Unfortunately, program leaders report that they are serving a high-need population; are serving more children than expected; and are struggling to maintain funding.

Afterschool programs keep kids safe, help them learn, and relieve their parents of worries about what their children are doing during the sometimes perilous afternoon hours. Our kids and our communities need these programs - and as afterschool programs face budget crunches and cutbacks, they need all of us to stand up for them.

Sincerely,

 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Your Name]
[Your Program]

[Your phone number, not for publication]
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Dear [Mr. /Mrs. Producer]:

As any working parent in [name of community] can tell you, the hours immediately following the regular school day are often a time for parents to worry about what their children are doing – whether they’re safe and constructively engaged. Over the last two decades, the increasing number of afterschool programs has helped millions of families across the nation. But millions more are without the after school care they need as a result of severe funding shortages. A minority of Pennsylvania students benefit from afterschool programs while many youth in the state are unable to enroll because space is limited and funding is not keeping pace with demand. Unfortunately, program leaders report that they are serving a high-need population; are serving more children than expected; and are struggling to maintain funding. 

As the director of the [name of program] in [name of community], I’ve seen first-hand what a difference afterschool makes in the lives of our kids, our families, and our communities. Afterschool programs are more than just babysitting. Quality afterschool and youth development programs give children the opportunity to enhance their learning, engage in sports and recreational activities, build social relationships and explore interests which may lead to careers. The programs are an integral part of preparing our youth for postsecondary education, productive employment and active citizenship. 

I think the issue would be of interest to your listeners, many of whom would sign their kids up for afterschool programs if one were available to them. If you’re interested in doing a segment or show on the subject, I’d be happy to join you, and to help identify a parent or student who has benefited from afterschool, as well as a teacher or school principal who could describe the vital role that afterschool programs play in reinforcing academic learning from the regular school day. I’ll be in touch to follow up. Thanks very much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

 MACROBUTTON  DoFieldClick [Your Name]
[Your Program]

[Your phone number, not for publication]
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[Your Program Letterhead]

[Date]
The Honorable Ruth Smith

500 XXXXXXXX

Harrisburg, PA 17101
Dear Senator Smith:
I would like to invite you and your staff to visit the [Name of Your Afterschool Program] during your next district working session. Our program provides 300 middle school children with safe, educational afterschool activities during the critical hours from 3 to 6 PM, when many parents are still working and juvenile crime rates triple. Students in our program are not only safe; they are doing better in school, and show more interest in learning.
We would like to take you on a short tour of our program on [date] at [time]. If that time is not convenient, we would be happy to work with you to find a time that is. I have also invited members of the local [Rotary Club] and several parents to attend. They are eager to talk with you about the importance of keeping afterschool programs open and making these programs available to more children.
I hope you will join us to see our program, and our students, in action. Afterschool and youth development programs play an important role in the healthy development of our children and youth and ultimately the success of our communities - they inspire students to learn, keep kids safe and help working families. The [name of your community] community relies on us.
A profile of the [Name of Your Afterschool Program] is enclosed for your reference. I will contact your office within the next two weeks to follow up. I look forward to seeing you on [date].
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

[Your Name]

[Phone Number]

[E-mail Address]
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[Date]
The Honorable Ruth Smith

500 XXXXXXXX

Harrisburg, PA 17101
Dear Senator Smith:
Dear Senator Smith:

Thank you for taking the time to tour our [name of your Afterschool Program] during your recent district working session. The youth, parents and program staff enjoyed meeting you tremendously, and were delighted to have the chance to share our activities with you.

I hope your visit helped reinforce how much our community values this program. As we discussed, and as I have witnessed first-hand, afterschool programs keep kids safe, inspire learning and help working families.

I look forward to meeting with you again to further discuss the ways in which we can work together to ensure that afterschool programs stay open and are available to more children in our community and our state.

Thank you again for taking the time to visit!

Sincerely,

[Your Name]

[Phone Number]

[E-mail Address]
